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should he enter Tennessee. He did enter Tennessee, and
met his fate at Franklin and Nashville.

But to return to Sherman's work at Atlanta, before
Hood's flanking and final flight. Sherman determined to
march forward through Georgia to the sea, and to make At-
lanta, as he left it behind him, a purely military post, occu-
pied and controlled solely by his army. On September
4th he made this order:

" The City of Atlanta, belonging exclusively for warlike
purposes, it will at once be vacated by all except the
armies of the United States and such civilian employes as
may be retained by the proper departments of the Govern-
ment/ . . . At a proper time full arrangements will be
made for a supply to the troops of all the articles they may
need over and above clothing, provisions, etc., furnished
by Government, and on no pretence whatever will traders,
manufacturers, or sutlers, be allowed to settle in the limits
of fortified places; and if they manage to come in spite of
this notice the quartermaster will seize their stores, apply
them to the use of the troops and deliver the parties, or
other unauthorized citizens who thus place their individual
interest above that of the United States, over to the hands
of some provost-marshal, to be put to labor on forts or con-
scripted into one of the regiments or battery already in
service. The same military principles will apply to all mili-
tary posts south of Atlanta."

If the people of Atlanta had already become panic
stricken, what shall.be said of their state of mind when
this thunderbolt fell upon them ? Consternation is far too
weak a word. The Mayor and City Council made a formal
and impassioned appeal to Sherman to revoke it. They
said, in part:od go, trusting to Schofield and Thomas,
